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 Following last week’s politicised conviction of Journalist Eskinder Nega and Opposition leader Andualem Arage by the Federal High Court of Ethiopia, two Authorities of EPPF-Guard vehemently denounced the dictatorial decision of TPLF regime to suppress freedom of expression.
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MP. Leul Keskis, the Representative of EPPF Abroad & Chairman of the International Committee, says although freedom of expression and freedom of the media are fundamental elements of a democratic society the TPLF regime has denied the Ethiopian people under cover of “Anti-Terrorism Law”.  

On his statement, Mr. Leul says the two renowned politicians along with other 22 activists were convicted brutally because they exercise their democratic view and discussion of the possibility of peaceful protests during the Jasmine Revolution (the Arab Spring).
Finally, Mr. Leul expresses his deep concern that the severity of tyranny in Ethiopia has reached apex and the country has become a police-state. 
On the other hand, Mr. Dawit Fanta, the Head of Organizing and Recruiting 
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Department of EPPF Support Committee in Deutschland describes the conviction as a clear indication that put the Independence of the Judiciary body into question. In retrospect the ban of the Internet Sound Protocol including Skype by the government, Mr. Dawit said that the Zenawi regime has made Ethiopia the burial yard of freedom of press and the right to expression by adopting crooked “laws”. 
He also expressed his belief that Eskinder and Andualem are prisoners of conscience that convicted because of their legitimate and peaceful activities, and particularly for advocating peaceful protest against the government. So we must stand along with them until they get released unconditionally.
Incidentally, Journalist and political analyst Eskinder Nega and opposition leader Andualem Arage have been convicted on trumped up terrorism and treason charges in what Amnesty International called “a dark day” for freedom of expression in the horn of Africa nation, Ethiopia.
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Both men along with Nathnael Mekonnen and five other men, were found guilty on charges of ‘Terrorist Acts,’ ‘Encouragement of Terrorism,’ and ‘High Treason’ and several other charges. A further 16 men were found guilty in absentia.
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